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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 

OF THE COMMISSIONERS OF THE 

HEART MOUNTAIN IRRIGATION DISTRICT 

FEBRUARY 14, 2017 

 
The February regular meeting of the Heart Mountain Irrigation District’s (HMID) Board of Commissioners was 

held at the Heart Mountain Irrigation District office located at 1206 Road 18, Powell, Wyoming on Tuesday, 

February 14, 2017.  Commissioners present:  President Brian Duyck, Vice President Pat Nelson, Brad Ferguson, 

Scott Hecht and Travis Jackson. Staff attendances included District Manager Randy Watts, Secretary/Treasurer 

Tyler Weckler, assistant Sec/Treas. Toni Perrin and District attorney Mary Reed. The meeting was called to order 

at 1:15 p.m. by President Brian Duyck.  

 

President Brian Duyck began with confirmations of election seating’s. Commissioner Travis Jackson made a 

motion to leave the officers seated as they are; Brian Duyck as President, Pat Nelson as Vice President and Tyler 

Weckler as Secretary/Treasurer. Commissioner Brad Ferguson seconded the motion; motion passed unanimously. 

 

President Brian Duyck called for the reading of minutes from the Regular Meeting of Commissioners held on 

January 10, 2017. Commissioner Brad Ferguson made a motion to approve the minutes as amended. 

Commissioner Travis Jackson seconded the motion; motion passed.   

 

President Brian Duyck called for the Treasurers report presented by Secretary/Treasurer Tyler Weckler. A brief 

discussion on upcoming budget drafts, rates and fringe benefits was had. After the payment of the bills presented, 

the O&M checking account will have a balance of $342,663.86. The New Equipment Money Market at Bank of 

Powell #...2439 has a balance of $86,560.28; Money Market (MM) at Bank of Powell #...1233 has $60,218.24; 

MM Bank of Powell #...2383 holds $122,221.31; Certificate of Deposit (CD) at Big Horn Federal #...1489 stands 

at $113,060.38; CD at First Bank of Wyoming #... $390,009.92. Bank of Powell Enlargement fund #...2382 holds 

$39,600. Vice President Pat Nelson made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report as 50% excess rate is amended. 

Commissioner Brad Ferguson seconded the motion; motion passed.  
 

President Brian Duyck called for the review of unpaid bills. Secretary/Treasurer Tyler Weckler presented the 

unpaid bill detail identifying January-February commitments at $85,541.19. After review, Commissioner Scott 

Hecht made a motion to authorize payment of unpaid bills as presented. Vice President Pat Nelson seconded the 

motion; motion passed. 

 

President Brian Duyck began agenda items with a summary discussion of the Annual meeting, specifically the 

landowner consensus for speedy execution of maintenance repairs to the rattlesnake liner. Commissioner Brad 

Ferguson asked the district manager about his material findings for upcoming maintenance plan. Mr. Watts 

presented a material called Aqualastics. Discussion on its current uses, applications, curing times and applicator 

certifications were discussed at length. Costs compared to contractor material and processes were weighted 

against the Aqualastics applications as well.  

 

After lengthy review, Commissioner Scott Hecht moved to proceed as quickly as practical with purchase or 

contracting the crack sealing of the liner, using Aqualastics. Commissioner Travis Jackson seconded the motion. 

Discussions were had clarifying the motions intent of proceeding with the analysis of one of two options only. No 

purchase authorization at this stage. All commissioners were in favor of this motion; motion passed. 

 

President Brian Duyck opened the floor to Mr. Watts to begin his managers’ report and subsequent agenda items. 

Mr. Watts inquired on placing an ad within the Progress Edition regarding the 5th and Final Enlargement. Due to 

associated costs and current process of certified receipts, it was not warranted at this time. Commissioners did ask 

manager to try and get an article within the local papers. 
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Manager noted Park County Redi Mix increased fee schedules. 

 

Mr. Watts read Engineering Associates petition letter for landowner Richard Loar and asked for board 

authorization to sign the petition. Discussion on its details and intent was conducted. Vice President Pat Nelson 

made a motion to let Randy Watts sign off on the proposal from E.A. regarding Richard Loar’s petition. No 

second motion due for lack of second. Motion died for lack of second. 

 

District Attorney Mary Reed requested copies of Bureau of Reclamation contracts with Heart Mountain be 

scanned or copied for her work efforts. Mrs. Reed left the meeting afterwards. 

 

Mr. Watts inquired on the possibility of paying unemployment insurance premium, versus unemployment 

payments at time of a potential employee discharge. The commissioners agreed to continue utilizing the 

Agricultural Exemption and not pay unemployment insurance premiums for each employee. 

 

District manager continued with his request to Sage Engineering to assess options addressing the local waste ditch 

issue. Two main options were outlined; 1st was right of way work permit with landowners pay and HMID 

abandon current route. 2nd option was perpetual easement once a new path is established and pipe installed 

(permanent or construction easement). Board of commissioners concurred with wanting no ownership obligations 

after repairs are made.  

 

Brad Ferguson so moved to make a motion to peruse a permanent easement for the Solberg community waste 

ditch. Vice President Pat Nelson seconded the motion. Discussions were had. All commissioners were in favor; 

motion passed. 

 

Mr. Watts followed up on landowner John Carter and his NRCS application. After speaking to Mr. Carter and 

analyzing the current scope, no District benefit was seen to warrant a cost sharing partnership for the work past 

the headgate. If NRCS proposes again, the district will re-view. 

 

Discussions were had on pending landowners who need to submit engineered surveys delineating water rights 

prior to transfer. Coordination with Mary Wright and Joe Womack will be followed up by office staff. 

 

Fee schedules were discussed for processes not covered by assessments, like water right detachment/transfers and 

GIS or professional engineering services rendered. Additional fees discussed included pump, and subdivision 

utility options. Board requested the fee schedules be presented and set within March board meeting. 

 

Subdivision issues were noted, specifically the possibility of subsidized water rates for >5 acres and full cost rates 

to <5 acre parcels. More info is needed; inquiries to other districts on how they handle subdivisions will be 

conducted in subsequent moths. President Brian Duyck noted he will ask other districts how they are approaching 

the subdivision expansions. 

 

President Brian Duyck opened discussions on any further district business. One landowner in the district inquired 

on installation of solar panel infrastructure on land with water rights and how to move or retain rights during a 

solar lease of 5 years or more. More discussions will be had if this is perused by a landowner. Possible special use 

permit process could be used by the district to track and allow such infrastructure built on, near or over laterals. 

 

Commissioner Travis Jackson left the meeting. 

 

Final discussion on any minimum gross acre requirements to run for elected positions within the district. District 

attorney will need to be asked and further research will be needed. 

 

Hearing no further business to come before the Board, President Brian Duyck adjourned the February Regular 

Meeting of the Heart Mountain Irrigation District’s Board of Commissioners at 4:15 p.m.  
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  RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 

 

 

 

      _______________________________ 

      Brian Duyck, Board President 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

_______________________________ 

Tyler Weckler, Secretary/Treasurer 


