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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 

OF THE COMMISSIONERS OF THE 

HEART MOUNTAIN IRRIGATION DISTRICT 

MAY 09, 2017 

 
 

 

The May regular meeting of the Heart Mountain Irrigation District’s (HMID) Board of Commissioners was held 

at the Heart Mountain Irrigation District office located at 1206 Road 18, Powell, Wyoming on Tuesday, May 09, 

2017.  Commissioners present:  President Brian Duyck, Vice President Pat Nelson, Brad Ferguson, Scott Hecht 

and Travis Jackson. Staff attendances included District Manager Randy Watts, Secretary/Treasurer Tyler Weckler 

and assistant Sec/Treas. Toni Perrine. Additional guests include Sage Engineering representative Gary Webb and 

district attorney Mary Reed. The meeting was called to order at 8:53 a.m. by President Brian Duyck.  

 

President Brian Duyck called for the reading of minutes from the Regular Meeting of Commissioners held on 

April 11, 2017. Review proceeded with meeting month corrected. Commissioner Travis Jackson made a motion 

to approve the minutes, as amended. Vice President Pat Nelson seconded the motion; motion passed.   

 

President Brian Duyck called for the Treasurers report presented by Secretary/Treasurer Tyler Weckler. After the 

payment of the bills presented, the O&M checking account will have a balance of ($45,584.77). The New 

Equipment Money Market at Bank of Powell #...2439 has a balance of $86,711.35; Money Market (MM) at Bank 

of Powell #...1233 has $60,323.33; MM Bank of Powell #...2383 holds $122,434.61; Certificate of Deposit (CD) 

at Big Horn Federal #...1489 stands at $113,060.38; CD at First Bank of Wyoming #... $390,396.82. Bank of 

Powell Enlargement fund #...2382 holds $203,102. Clarification on prior year amounts for month in 2016 was 

noted. Vice President Pat Nelson made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report as amended. Commissioner Scott 

Hecht seconded the motion; motion passed.  
 

President Brian Duyck called for the review of unpaid bills. Secretary/Treasurer Tyler Weckler presented the 

unpaid bill detail identifying April-May commitments at $117,957.90. After review, Commissioner Brad 

Ferguson made a motion to authorize payment of unpaid bills as presented. Vice President Pat Nelson seconded 

the motion; motion passed. 

 

President Brian Duyck asked District Manager Randy Watts to present his managers’ report as outlined on the 

agenda. Mr. Watts began by updating the board on the 3 WWDC projects for H41, N Alkali and Alkali pickups. 

Mr. Webb (Sage Engineering) provided engineering estimates on H41 in the amount of $9,300 which is the first 

of 3 projects scheduled to begin spring of 2018. 

 

R15 was also mentioned for correcting the distribution box flow. Corrections to engineering & elevation by 

raising the weir blade 18” will allow accurate water measurements. The district will monitor the headgate as more 

CFS is introduced into the system. Mr. Webb will work with district manager in correcting any flow or 

measurement issues. Gary Webb left the meeting. 

 

Mr. Watts noted the scoping meeting for Engineering Associates ‘Rattlesnake 2.5’ study for replacing the 

Rattlesnake Liner, will be held on Thursday, May 11th at 10 a.m. Dave Meyer with the Wyoming Water 

Development Commission office (WWDC) and Ian with Engineering Associates will be attending the meeting. 

Vice President Pat Nelson wants evidence showing additional liner design options won’t interfere with water 

hydraulics. Vice President Pat Nelson had pictures for this meeting showing the applied Aqualastics product. The 

importance of preparation prior to applying the liner coating was highlighted as extremely important.  

  

District Manager presented a resolution for documentation in transferring money between bank and accounts. 

First resolution referenced supplemental transfer for the 5th Enlargement & operations, of $169,000 from Bank of 

Powell savings into O&M checking.  Second resolution authorizes transfer for the Aqualastics trailer applicator, 

in the amount of $80,000.00 from Bank of Powell ‘New Equipment’ Money Market to First Bank of Wyoming 
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O&M checking. Commissioner Brad Ferguson made a motion to accept the HMID resolution to transfer funds. 

Commissioner Scott Hecht seconded the motion; motion passed. 

 

District Manager Randy Watts presented the draft FY18 budget for the Heart Mountain Irrigation District. 

Commissioner Scott Hecht requested the draft budget be provided in April allowing ample time for review. 

Discussions on all budgetary line items continued, with questions and comments in round table discussions.  

 

Vice President Pat Nelson made a motion to go into executive session with district attorney to discuss personnel 

issues. Travis Jackson seconded the motion; motion passed. 

 

Vice President made a motion to come out of executive session. Travis Jackson seconded the motion; motion 

passed. 

 

President Brian Duyck asked District Manager to continue his managers’ report. Manager outlined some pump 

permits that were in need of review and associated landowner concerns. Mr. Watts received comment and 

guidance on pending pump permits. 

 

Mr. Watts presented documentation prepared for energy assistance application thought the Wyoming Area Power 

Administration (WAPA). Mr. Watts will follow up with WAPA accordingly and get details on application 

submittal and timelines. 

 

Vice President Pat Nelson made a motion to proceed with approving the FY2018 budget as presented. 

Commissioner Travis Jackson seconded the motion. President Brian Duyck asked for comment and a discussion 

on assessment rates was had. Commissioner Brad Ferguson and Commissioner Scott Hecht declined the motion; 

original motion was defeated.  

 

Commissioner Scott Hecht made a motion to increase assessments $0.75 cents per acre. Commissioner Brad 

Ferguson seconded the motion. President Brian Duyck asked for comments. Vice President Pat Nelson moved to 

amend and reduce the current motion to $0.50 cents per acre. Commissioner Travis Jackson seconded the 

amended motion. Majority of Commissioners were in favor of amending the assessment increase by a new total of 

$0.50 cents per acre. 

 

Commissioner Travis Jackson so moved to specifically increase the O&M and Water Service Contract assessment 

rate by $0.50 cents per acre. Vice President Pat Nelson seconded the motion; motion was passed with majority 

consent.  

 

President Brian Duyck asked for Mr. Watts to continue his managers’ report. Discussions continued on the 5th and 

final enlargement enforcement policy on non-participants. Commissioners asked Lynn Stutzman, PE to comment. 

Ms. Stutzman said Landis Webber and the state engineers’ office have enforcement authority.  Landowners who 

opt out of the enlargement but continue to irrigate non-water right land will be turned over to the state. Delinquent 

participation toward the first sheet was analyzed; 286 acres (about 20-30 landowners) encompassing about 

$46,000.00 in outstanding petition dues was noted. Board of commissioners will go out and speak with their 

constituents. Board of Commissioners agreed a letter should be drafted (possibly accompanied by the state and 

Bureau of Reclamation signatures), notifying landowners of their current decision to not participate in the 

expansion. This letter would be used to send final notice to landowners who are ‘not’ petitioning their currently 

irrigated acreage and the consequences thereafter. 

 

District manager briefed the board on his participation in the Park County Planning and Zoning meeting (P&Z). 

Mr. Watts spoke with P&Z representative Linda Gillette about the Heart Mountain Irrigation Districts emergency 

spillway design of North Cottonwood Creek and residential structures being developed, some without permits. 

Mrs. Gillette was unable to deny structures being built near the spillway and the only way to control such 

expansion would be to apply to Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) in identifying this spillway as 

a flood zone. The board agreed to invite Mrs. Gillette to a regular meeting in the future to discuss an emergency 

test of the Cottonwood Creek Spill. The inability to utilize this spill as designed is a major safety concern in the 



 

Page 3 of 3 

event of an emergency. Plans to test this emergency spill are under consideration; board noted coordination 

between Linda Gillette and any known landowners who may be affected by the prior to test, should be conducted. 

 

River Siphon glans were reported leaking by the Manager. Mr. Watts contacted Mahonri to discuss creating a flat 

surface that does not touch or impact the siphon, in order to create a safe working environment when re-packing 

and tightening the glans. The siphon is considered a historic structure, limiting any construction work near or 

around the siphon 

 

TCT service provider was billed for a repair, completed by the district, replacing an 18” pipe damaged by TCT. 

Mr. Watts has completed the repair and billed the customer. 

 

Mr. Watts noted the Rubicon system will be signed off only after 100% operational. The manager has worked on 

separating the telemetry issues so the focus could be directed on the Rubicon system itself. The project has until 

June 30, 2017 to be completed or WWDC funding will roll over and be allocated towards a future district project. 

 

Mary Reed will be asked about information security and if Heart Mountain Irrigation district has to release 

customer’s personnel information upon request. Park County, the city of Cody & Powell charge for this 

information upon filling out a request form, filed with the government entity from which it was requested. 

 

Last discussion regarded customer complaints about water delivery. Customers in an association are required to 

go through their Watermaster. Information on these ordering procedures is referenced within the Rules & 

Regulations, located on the district website and available at the office. 

 

Hearing no further business to come before the Board, President Brian Duyck adjourned the May 09th, 2017 

Regular Meeting of the Heart Mountain Irrigation District’s Board of Commissioners at 1:45 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

  RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 

 

 

 

      _______________________________ 

      Brian Duyck, Board President 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

_______________________________ 

Tyler Weckler, Secretary/Treasurer 


